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fveryone in the UK has the right of “freedom of expression™ Thot's the right to voice your opinlons and share information
and ideas with others, It's not the right to saoy whatever you want without regard for others” feelings and values. We oll
hove o responsibility to use this right properly: being respectiul and Inclusive to those around us, rather thon making
offensive and threatening remarks. That's called "hate speech’ and knowing the difference is incredibly iImpartont,

Froe speech is a person’s legal right to share information, opinions and Hate spoech refers to any communication — like talking, texting or
Ideas without fear of rotallation, censorship or legal consequences. posting online ~ that negotively targets a group or an indlvidual
This freedom of expression is recognised In International humaon rights because thoy are percelved to be ditferent In some way. Demonising
legisiation, and here's what it doos for us In our doy~-to-dgy lives ... and dehumanising statements, threats, Identity-bosed insults,
(53 offensive name-calling and shurs would oll count os hote speech.

Here are some common forms It takes... a

The Human Rights Act

1988 states thot ! -
everyone hos the right Targeting people or groups because of o v
to express themselves . protected characteristic - like race, gender
fraely = even il their dentity, sexuality, nationality, religion or o
views ore unpopular disability - and verbally cbusing them with

and might offend \ 5 slurs and name-colling. The Equality Act -

others. : 2010 has more information on this.
Fraedom of exprassion encouroges ‘ . — -
A A ,

listening to others and ollowing opposing

viaws to be heard. It's important to respect N
someocne’'s opinion, even if we disogree k Content that dehumanides people based onthe ¢
with it. Free speech lets us engage in 1ame characteristics: referring 1o them as i
meaningful discussions with people whe they were animals, objects or other non~human 5
feel differantly, antities, for axample, Separating the target

from ather human beings i usually an
attempt to justify the speakers bigotry,

- =

Calling for viclence or hatred agoinst certain
people or groups and justifying and glorifying  §
those actions. Suggesting that a certain group
important for o heclthy society. should be removed from society could be sesn

ot a call to arms, for example « potentiolly
P putting people from that group in danger,

' A
Free speoch allows us to engage people ’ - -

we disogree with in a debote. The ablity Claiming that specitic types of people are

to challenge others’ views is healthy - physicalty, mentaily or morally inferlor (or even )
while having ours challenged helps us that they are criminols) to encourage others to s 0
learn how to deal with criticism and think | view them in the some way. This kind of thinking ¢ #/
deeply about whot we say and belleve. Is always Incorrect - but can be Incredibly o ,

‘ harmiul to the group in question. !
e o=t L s
Fraedom of expredsion inchludaes the right

not to do something, fike not standing up spreading damaging misinformation about a

for ~ or singing - the national anthem, : person or group thot the speaker views os

Even though some people would find that “different” = essentially, trying to turn athers

affensive, it isn‘t illegol By law, nobody can against them by lyir\g. Someons might _clalm thot

force you 10 soy anything you don't want to, ! o recent tragedy is the foult of this entire group,
i

whaen this is simply not possible,
- y — n' simply not poss
7 . - -

Free speech is a powerful tool for ochange, Promoting the segregation of cortain groups,
|ustice and retorm. Many modern UK rights or discriménation against them, becauso of

= such as women being allowed to vote, who they ore. This has been lllegal In the UK
decent working conditions or same-sex for o long time - but some people still try
marriage - cousdn't have been ochioved to promaote the exclusion of others, which
without It. can couse a huge amount of distress

v

Any concept could potentially offend
someone, Galileo's theories were increditly ;' )
offensive 1o many at the time, while not y
evaryons agrees with Darwin, even today, 4
A fraquent exchange of ideas is vitally
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